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I remarked that the President might say if he thought
proper the public interest required this testimony should
be withheld. But this did not suit S., who directed how
the paper should be finished.

Returning, I called on the President, who had a large
crowd in attendance, chiefly females. I stated briefly the
case and handed him the paper, which he carefully read,
but said he should want to think of the subject some be-
fore putting his name to the paper. I told him I was glad
of it, and would leave the paper with him and would call at
ten to-morrow for an answer, provided he should then be
ready to give one. This met his approval.

December 29, Thursday. I called at the Executive Man-
sion at precisely ten this A.M. The President was not in.
Mr. Attorney-General Speed came in soon after, and,
while waiting for the President I stated to him the case.
He said he had heard something from Mr. Seward concern-
ing it last evening. On the question of giving exemplified
copies of public records and trial by court martial he was
partly decided that copies should be furnished. The Presid-
ent came in while we were discussing the subject, and said
he had not fully determined, but his opinion from the con-
sideration he had given it coincided with that of Mr. Speed,
but he proposed to send for Mr. Seward, who shortly came,
On hearing that the President had hesitated in signing the
paper prepared by him and doubted its correctness, he was
very much surprised, not to say chagrined; but when Speed
joined in those doubts, Seward was annoyed, indeed quite
angry. He denied that the public papers of any Depart-
ment were to be subjected to private examination, and most
emphatically denounced any idea of furnishing copies on
the claim or demand of any State court or any court in
a private suit. If it was conceded in a single instance, it
must be in all. "And," said he, pointing to the private
shelves of the President, which he keeps locked,.." they will
demand those papers." "But those," said the President,